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Art History Assessment Report, 2013-14 
Course Assessed:  Principles of Art (ArtH 1101) 
Joel Eisinger   [only faculty member who undertook assessment this year; Julia 
Dabbs on sabbatical] 
 
The Task 
Put your name on a piece of paper. 
Answer the following question. 
What is the purpose of art history? Stated differently, what is the point of 
studying art history?  
If you have a general idea about this, explain that idea and then try to give a 
specific example. 
Write as little as one or two sentences or as much as one page. 
 
There is no correct answer. Don’t worry if you have few or no ideas on the 
matter. Say what you can. 
 
I will collect the papers but will not grade them.  
I will not even read them until the end of the semester when I will ask you to 
repeat this exercise. 
 
I will use your comments for assessment purposes. If I refer to the exercise in an 
assessment report, all students will remain anonymous. I will either return your 
exercises to you along with your final exam or destroy them when I shred the 
exams that have not been picked up by the end of first semester next year.  
 
Reporting 
#1 
 
fulfill GER     1 
 
famous art & artists    6 
 
techniques     3 
 
movements and styles   1 
 
iconography/stories   3    
 
artistic concepts    2 
 
historical and cultural context  23 
 
analytical and critical thinking  1 
 
 
 
#2 
 
 
fulfill GER     0 
 
famous art & artists    2 
 
techniques     3 
 
movements and styles   8 
 
iconography/stories   3 
 
artistic concepts    6 
 
historical and cultural context  27 
 
analytical and critical thinking  5 
 
1st 
 
1. context, cultural influences 
2. social and political movements 
3. great art done in past 
4. know more about a time and its people; see beauty 
5. people and cultures from the past 
6. understand culture, how art reflects people and where they came from 
7. themes, cultural movements that inspire artists and art that inspires cultures in 
turn 
8. history of every people, what life was like 
9. study the past in an interesting way; look at history in a beautiful way; art is at 
the center of a nation's culture 
10. why was something made, what was its context (pyramids as an example) 
11. to ensure that culture is not forgotten or lost; if we don't learn the history all 
we have is a picture 
12. preservation of art 
13. learn about significant art and what it expresses about society 
14. learn to appreciate the methods and effort of making art 
15. We learn how certain events in history have been shaped by art 
16. what people were like in the past, learn from the past 
17. fulfill a GER 
18. appreciation of art and artists, methods and priciples used to create art 
19. understand history 
20. examine culture, politics, opinion 
21. glimpse of the past, glimpse of an artist's "crazy mind." 
22. how art has evolved; reasoning behind the art 
23. learn to analyze art, learn to make connections with history 
24. look at past cultures 
25. new perspectives 
26. human culture, story telling 
27. famous works of art, artists' personal world view, what the world was like 
28. cultures and time periods, techniques 
29. story telling, timeline of events 
30. broaden horizons, learn history 
31. movements, opinions on events 
32. know history 
 
 
2nd 
1. types of art, movements, people, interpretation, historical context 
2. not only information about a given time, but also thoughts and emotions and 
cultural issues: racism, propaganda, religion and how it has changed 
3. relate art to everyday life. example: religion 
4. "each piece tells us about/documents characteristics or values of an artist, 
culture, or even time period." 
5. how art has developed; example: naturalism and its ups and downs 
6. past cultures and thought processes. example; changing attitudes toward and 
uses of Parthenon, changing ideals and how to treat them in the future 
7. art "reveals the skills, development, lives, interests, intrigues: the very culture 
as it was in a particular time and place." ways in which the past affects and is 
reimagined by the present, makes us aware of our own motives 
8. "fascinating way to study human history. Through the study of art, one can see 
the development of culture, religion, politics, the issues of gender, sexuality, etc. 
One can "understand the reasoning behind actions and events" and empathize 
with the artist or past viewers. 
9. one recognizes "how important art has been to us" over time. We use it for 
many purposes: history, imaginative, science. We learn these things through art 
movements and styles. 
10. we learn not only techniques but also political. personal contextx, world 
history 
11. art movements, how art has changed, how society has changed, better 
understand human nature 
12. insight into the times in which a work was made 
13. learn important concepts and developments in art and the corresponding 
history 
14. learn about different techniques, reasoning behind art, iconography, how the 
artist thought or felt 
15. how art influenced history and be more informed about the history 
16. how ar became what it is today, like studying people and their beliefs, look at 
cool paintings 
17. knowledge of culture, develop critical thinking and analysis skills, 
understand cultural practices and values 
18. better understanding of art through context, how it shapes society 
19. understand history 
20. understand culture, history, social, political, religious, and even scientific 
thought 
21. deeper understanding of art itself, movements, and meaning behind art so 
that it becomes "more than just a picture." Example of seeing art in France and 
not knowing what it was about—"If I were to go back now, I could have a very 
different perspective." 
22. how art has evolved; what happened in history 
23. learn hbow societies have changed, learn to become more observant and "a 
more deeply analytical person." 
24. look at past cultures (example: Parthenon) 
25. expanded perspectives, field-specific methodology, context of the art, 
analytical and critical thinking, "better understanding of the world around us." 
26. "others' ways of thinking," "stretch the mind around complex symbols and 
imagery," movements of art, human thought 
27. personal world view, what the world was like, political and religious shifts 
28. ideas and themese in art; how it relates to and influences history, art 
movements 
29.opens the mind to different ideas, observational skills, timeline of history 
30. observational skills, say what you see, understand the emotions that art 
evokes 
31. understanding history 
32 learn history of art and of culture 
 
Assessment analysis and comments 
 
By asking about the purpose of art history, I was prompting the students to think 
about the discipline broadly in the context of the liberal arts rather than in 
narrow, highly specialized terms. The course certainly introduces them to a 
special vocabulary and specific art historical concerns, such as the history of 
styles, but my major emphasis is on the relation of art to culture. 
 
Consequently, I was shaping this assessment to relate mostly to the following 
SLOs. 
 
University SLOs: 
Core studies in the liberal arts 
Inquiry and analysis 
Aesthetic/artistic engagement 
Synthesis across general and specialized studies 
 
 
Discipline SLOs: 
To teach students methods of analysis and interpretation of works of art 
To help students discover the rich and complex relationships of art to other 
aspects of culture 
 
Indeed, students came into the class with a fairly good understanding that art 
history deals with art in a cultural and historical context. Twenty-three of forty-
three students mentioned this in one way or another at the beginning of the 
semester. At the end of the semester, students had slightly increased their 
emphasis on art in context, mentioning it twenty-seven times (in a diminished 
enrollment of thirty-five). In this respect, their responses were consistent with the 
major emphasis of the course. More important, students developed their 
understanding of the relation of art to history and culture.  
 
For example 
 
The second most common idea that entering students referred to had to do with 
learning about famous art and artists. Although I showed a lot of famous work 
by famous artists, I did not emphasize the ideas of fame, quality, or genius. 
References to this matter dropped from 6 to 2.  
 
In addition to emphasizing cultural and historical context, I discussed techniques 
and iconography with only moderate emphasis, and to a greater degree, I 
discussed movements and styles and the concepts that have governed the 
making of art. Students reflected these emphases or lack thereof in their 
comments. References to techniques remained constant at 3; references to 
iconography also remained constant at 3. References to movements and styles 
increased from 1 to 8 and references to artistic concepts increased from 2 to 6. 
 
One reason that references to histoical and cultural context far outweighed the 
references to artistic concepts and art movements at the end o the semester is that 
I dealt with these latter issues in the early part of the course and ended with 
discussions of specific historical and cultural issues. When asked for an 
impromptu response, students (probably any population) respond most strongly 
to what they have been thinking about most recently. 
 
Although I dealt with issues of analytical skills and critical thinking implicitly 
through practice, rather than pointing to them as specific issues, references to 
these increased from 1 to 5. 
 
 
